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Executive 
Summary

Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu has been variously de-
scribed as an exemplar, icon of democracy, great 

defender of the masses, and consummate business-
man, among others.  None of the epithets will be out of 
place considering the giant strides of the third civilian  
governor of Lagos State, in the area of business, poli-
tics and governance. Those epithets were nevertheless 
earned with the man’s deployment of talent, determi-
nation and intelligence at every level and station he has 
found himself.

Since the emergence of Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
in June 2022 as the Presidential  flag bearer of the All 
Progressives  Congress and his selection of Senator 
Kashim Shettima as the running mate, opponents have 
thrown unending attacks on them. Dead issues have 
been reawakened. New ones have been brought up, 
with some pure concoctions, just to smear the ticket.  
All  the issues and questions  being raised have been 
assembled in this Publication. We have also provided 
the answers as guides to party men and spokesmen 
countrywide.
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Asiwaju Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu is 
68, 83, 79 years old 

Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
was born in Lagos on 29 
March 1952. He is 70 years 
old this year, according to 
his official records at the 
schools he attended and 
in public office. He was 47 
years old when he became 
the Lagos State governor in 
1999. He clocked 60 in 2012 
and 70 in 2022.

But mischief makers have 
always put his age above 
what he says it is. In a now 
deleted Wikipedia post, he 
was said to be 79 and his 
first daughter Folashade 
Oye-Ojo was even said to 
be 64 years old. This does 
not add up. In one error 
found on his INEC form in 
1999; his birth year was put 
at 1954, which will make him 
to be 68 in 2022. 

The man who filled the form 
on his behalf had owned up 
to it, according to an inves-
tigation by the Lagos House 
of Assembly in 1999.

Otherwise all his records 
at Richard Daley College, 
Chicago State University, 
ExxonMobil consistently 
showed that he is 70 years 
old.

It is also not true that Fola-
shade is 64 years old. She 
was born 17 June 1976. She is 
now 46 years old.

Tinubu too old 
to be Nigeria’s 
President

Leadership is not about 
age, but what a leader has 
to offer. Historically, in our 
country, age has never been 
an issue. 

The revered politician, 
Obafemi Awolowo was 70 
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when he ran for Nigerian 
presidency in 1979. He was 
74, when he re-contested in 
1983. 

Former Nigerian President 
Nnamdi Azikiwe was even 
much older when he con-
tested the same time.  Aziki-
we, born in 1904, was 75 
in 1979 and and 79 in 1983 
when he ran again.

Vice President Atiku Abuba-
kar, born in 1946 is six years 
older than Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu. He was 73, when he 
ran against President Mu-
hammadu Buhari in 2019. He 
will be 77 next year.

Former Senegalese Presi-
dent Abdoulaye Wade was 
elected President at 74 in 
2000 and was reelected in 
2007 at the age of 81.

The highly and widely 
venerated Nelson Mandela 
became President of South 
Africa at  76 in 1994.  
Further afield, the present 
U.S. President, Joe Biden 
was almost 78 years old 
when he was sworn in as 
president in 2021. He has an-

nounced his plans to con-
test in 2024, when he will be 
about 82 years old. 
Speaker of U.S. House of 
Representatives, Nancy Pe-
losi is 82 years old. She was 
79, when she was re-elected 
as speaker in 2019.

In Malaysia, Mahathir Mo-
hamad, its longest serving 
prime minister, was 93 years 
old, when he re-emerged as 
prime minister in 2018. He 
left the office in 2020, at the 
age of 95. 

Tinubu did not go 
to school

Tinubu had his early edu-
cation in Nigeria and was 
known to be rascally, fol-
lowing musical bands all 
over Western Nigeria before 
he departed for the United 
States in the mid 70s.
In the U.S., he attended 
pre-university at Richard 
Daley College. He then went 
to Chicago State University 
in 1977 to study Business 
Management and Account-
ing. While in the school, 
he demonstrated brilliance 
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and was top of his class. So 
impressed was the school 
about his brilliance that he 
was hired as student-tutor. 
He graduated with honours 
(cum laude) in 1979 after 
just two years.

Cum laude, Latin for “with 
praise” or “with honour” 
is commonly used by uni-
versities in the U.S. It  rep-
resents an academic level 
of achievement, awarded to 
someone with  excellence in 
academic coursework.

Inundated by enquiries 
from Nigeria about Tinubu’s 
academic record, Chicago 
State University confirmed 
to a Nigerian newspaper 
that Tinubu was its student 
between 1977-1979.

Beverly Poindexter, who is in 
charge of official transcript 
requests, enrolment and 
degree verification at the 
Office of the Registrar, CSU, 
made the confirmation.
In an earlier letter dated 
August 20, 1999 and signed 
by then Registrar, Lois 
Davis, the university stated 

that Tinubu was its student 
between 1977 and 1979.
He wrote, “Please be ad-
vised that Bola A. Tinubu 
did indeed attend Chica-
go State University from 
August 1977 through June 
1979. He was awarded a 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Business Administration 
with honours on June 22, 
1979. His major was Ac-
counting.”

Also attached to Tinubu’s 
form CF004 submitted to 
the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
during his re-election bid in 
2003 was a commendation 
letter from CSU recognising 
his performance and “high 
scholastic achievement”.

Past controversies about his 
education were needless as 
Senator Tokunbo Afikuyomi, 
who filled Tinubu’s INEC 
form in 1999 told the Lagos 
House of Assembly, on oath  
that he made the error. 
That chapter had since 
been shut. Traducers only 
dredged it when they have 
nothing else to say or throw 
at him.
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Tinubu was born in 
Iragbiji and initially 
known as Amoda 
Ogunlere

This has remained mere 
accusations since they were 
first peddled by political 
opponents in 2003. None 
of the accusers has ever 
produced any document 
to show that Tinubu had 
any other name apart from 
being known as Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu.

Till now, the accusers have 
also not proven that he 
was born in Iragbiji in Osun 
State.

Was Tinubu ever 
involved in drug 
business?

One of the unconscionable 
and wicked lies peddled by 
political opponents about 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu was to 
paint him erroneously  as a 
drug baron.
The accusation arose out 
of an investigation by FBI 
agent Kevin Moss of Tinubu 
and Compass Investment 
and Finance accounts at 

First Heritage Bank and Citi-
Bank in the U.S.

On January 10, 1992, Mr 
Kevin Moss requested and 
obtained a court order to 
freeze the accounts.
On January 13, 1992, Mr 
Moss telephoned Tinubu 
in Nigeria to justify the 
amounts in the accounts, 
running into $1.4 million. 
Part of the money was said 
to have been deposited by 
two Nigerians, being investi-
gated for drug offences.

After the telephone conver-
sation, Tinubu instructed 
his lawyer in the US to file 
a lawsuit against the order 
freezing his accounts. 

This dragged on till 15 
September 1993, when an 
agreement was reached for 
an out of court settlement. 
Judge John A Nordberg, of 
the US district court for the 
Northern District of Illinois, 
read out the agreement 
reached by the two parties. 
Part of the funds, $460,000 
was seized by the govern-
ment.

The FBI never charged Tinu-
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bu with any drug offence; 
the case did not go on trial. 
Tinubu was never convicted. 
And he was never barred 
from entering the United 
States.

In 2003, ten years after, 
when the PDP opponents 
wanted to use the shut-
tered allegation to disqualify 
Tinubu from running for 
a second term in Lagos, 
the Inspector General of 
Police, Tafa Balogun made 
an enquiry with the Amer-
ican Consulate on Tinubu’s 
status.

The Consulate gave Tinubu 
a clean bill in a reply by the 
Legal Attache, Michael H. 
Bonner.
The letter read: 

“Our sincerest greetings to 
you and all of the law en-
forcement personnel in the 
Nigeria Police Force, whose 
continued assistance is very 
much appreciated. In relation 
to your letter, dated February 
3, 2003, reference number 
SR. 3000/IGPSEC/ABJ/VOL. 
24/287, regarding Gover-
nor Bola Ahmed Tinubu, a 
records check of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation’s 
(FBI) National Crime Infor-
mation Centre (NCIC) was 
conducted.

“The results of the checks 
were negative for any crim-
inal arrest records, wants, 
or warrants for Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu (DOB 29 March 
1952). For information of 
your department, NCIC is a 
very centralised information 
centre that maintains the 
records of every criminal 
arrest and conviction within 
the United States and its 
territories.”

Thirty years after the allega-
tion was discharged and the 
case declared dead, Tinu-
bu’s opponents keep waking 
up its corpse, in futile efforts 
to malign him.

Tinubu owns all the 
properties in La-
gos, including the 
Oriental Hotel on 
Ozumba Mbadiwe 
in Victoria Island

This allegation is preposter-
ous. How can one man own 
the entire megalopolis such 
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as Lagos? The allegation is 
simply not true.

Tinubu is not the owner of 
Oriental Hotel. It is owned 
by Chinese investors, the 
same group that owns 
WEMPCO in Ogba, Ikeja and 
Nigeria’s biggest steel plant 
in Magboro in Ogun State. 
Tinubu’s connection to the 
hotel was that he approved 
the transformation of what 

used to be a horrendous re-
fuse dump and shanties on 
the Lagoon waterfront into 
hospitality businesses.

In an interview in a viral doc-
umentary about his eight 
year tenure in Lagos, Tinubu 
said he only provided the 
environment for investors to 
invest on the Lekki Corridor. 
And the investors include 
not just Oriental, but also 
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Civic Center, the Boat Club 
and others.

“I have converted a liability 
confronting Lagos to an 
asset of great value. Along 
Ozumba Mbadiwe, we used 
to pick dead bodies. 

People have forgotten truck 
pushers in those areas. You 
have the dirtiest coastline 
along Ozumba Mbadiwe all 
through Lekki corridor.

“I brought private investors, 
hospitality — they creat-
ed the boat club, the Civic 
Center that is of great value 
to many people today—that 
was a refuse dump. Nobody 
would easily remember that 
Oriental Hotel was a refuse 
dump— a mile of refuse 
along that corridor. It took 
several months of excava-
tion and a great investment 
for those investors to take 
the risk. Majority of those 
assets they claim are mine 
are not mine.

“I created an economic and 
recovery path for Lagos. 
There is no state that can 
brag of the exponential 
development that is going 

on in the Lekki Corridor,” he 
said.

Tinubu owns the 
Lekki Toll Gate, the 
redoubt of End-
SARS protesters in 
October 2020.

Just like the unfounded 
allegation about the own-
ership of Oriental Hotel, 
Tinubu is also not the owner 
of the Lekki Toll Gate and 
the toll gate at Lekki-Ikoyi 
link bridge targeted by 
arsonists, masquerading as 
EndSARS protesters.

The toll gate was conceded 
by the Lagos State Govern-
ment to Lekki Concession 
Company (LCC), which 
manages it.

The LCC was a special ve-
hicle set up to collect tolls 
and pay back the local and 
foreign loans taken by the 
Lagos State Government to 
expand the Lekki-Epe Road.
Managing director of the 
company Yomi Omomu-
wasan disclosed that LCC 
owed N23.9 billion and 
$49.6 million to local and 
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foreign lenders as of De-
cember 31, 2011. 

“As of January 31, 2021, the 
outstanding debt liability 
from the local lenders is in 
the region of N11.6 billion 
and from the foreign lenders 
$31.1 million (USD), with the 
difference being the amount 
LCC has so far paid the 
lenders. 

The CEO said before the 
EndSARS protesters occu-
pied the tollgate, LCC never 
failed to service the loan.
As for the ownership, the 
LCC was not owned by Asi-
waju Bola Tinubu.

“As of December 31, 2011, 
the shareholders of the 
Company were African 
Infrastructure Investment 
Fund (AIIF); Asset and 
Resources Management 
Company Ltd (ARM), Larue 
Projects Company Ltd, Hi-
Tech Construction Ltd. 

“However, in December 
2014, the Lagos State 
Government acquired 100% 
shareholding right in the 
Company. The shares were 
accordingly allotted as 75% 

to the Lagos State Govern-
ment and 25% to the Pub-
lic-Private Partnership (PPP) 
Office. 

“The records are there at 
the Corporate Affairs Com-
mission (CAC)’ including the 
regular filing of returns and 
tax obligations.”

The Fashola administration 
made the bid to acquire the 
company for N7.5 billion in 
2014. But records showed 
that the Ambode admin-
istration failed to see this 
through up till it left in 2019.

In August 2021, the Lagos 
House of Assembly formally 
passed a bill to allow the 
state become the majority 
shareholder of LCC with 
75% holding. The Office of 
Public Private Partnerships 
will hold 25% of the shares.

Alpha Beta’s role 
in Lagos revenue 
collection

Before Tinubu became 
governor of Lagos State, 
the Buba Marwa military 
administration awarded tax 
collection to Messrs Olusola 
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Adekanola and company. 
While the company man-
aged to increase revenue 
during its engagement, the 
effort was not enough to 
provide the necessary fi-
nancial muscle to the ambi-
tious administration of Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu from 1999. 
At the time the contract 
was revoked, Lagos was 
making just N600 million 
per month. 

A new set of consultants 
called Alpha Beta Company 
(ABC) was brought in 2002.  
From the base of N600 mil-
lion, Lagos monthly revenue 
jumped to N7billion monthly 
by 2007. With the assis-
tance of the same company, 
monthly revenue has soared 
to between N45 and N51 
billion monthly.

Tinubu was a poor 
man before he be-
came governor in 
1999.

False. Tinubu was not by 
every measure a poor man 
when he joined politics in 
Lagos in the late 80s, as a 
member of the Primrose 

Group and later as a mem-
ber of Shehu Yar’Adua’s 
Peoples Front of Nigeria. In 
1991, he ran for the post of 
Senator in the Lagos West 
Senatorial district, winning 
the highest number of votes 
in the entire country. Run-
ning for election is not for 
the poor, in the context of 
our country. One must have 
the means. At the time he 
plunged into politics, from 
Mobil, Tinubu had two com-
panies, Compass Investment 
and a mortgage financing 
company World Gate, based 
in Victoria Island in Lagos. 
He also was shareholder in 
many blue chips in Nigeria, 
the U.S. and U.K.

While waiting to be sworn 
as a senator, he inked in July 
1992, a $1.02 million deal 
with a Chinese company, for 
the setting up of an elec-
tronics manufacturing com-
pany. His goal was to create 
jobs for Nigerian youths. 
The deal was well publicised 
in the media at the time.

In the U.S. where he went 
to school, he was also an 
investor in real estate, in the 
Washington, Maryland area 
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and also had a petrol station 
in Washington D.C. itself. In 
the UK, he also had proper-
ties, among them his home 
in the high brow Padding-
ton area, where he stayed 
during the exile years, along 
with his home in Maryland.

Some of the properties he 
made available to Nigerian 
exiles, who needed accom-
modation. While in exile, he 
sold some of the properties 
to be able to finance NA-
DECO activities and he also 
at various times, smartly 
traded in stocks and com-
modities, such as rice.

Tinubu is ill and 
too old to govern 
Nigeria

False. Tinubu is as fit as 
the fiddle. For the past 10 
years and more his health 
has remained the same. The 
only problem he had, was 
with his knee. He went for 
operation last year in the 
UK. Since recovery takes 
time, mischief makers have 
gone overboard concocting 
stories about his alleged ill-
health. 
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As a politician, Tinubu’s 
daily schedule, if followed 
by even the 60 something 
year-olds will land many in 
the hospital. His day begins 
at about 10 a.m and usually 
does not end until about 4 
a.m the following day. An 
unhealthy man does not 
maintain such punishing 
daily routine.

Tinubu is a Muslim 
bigot

This is extremely far from 
the truth. In the tradition of 
the South West of Nigeria, 
Tinubu lives and demon-

strates religious tolerance. 
He has a Christian wife who 
is an assistant pastor in the 
Redeemed Christian Church 
of God.  Some of his chil-
dren are Christians.

As governor of Lagos State, 
he handed over mission-
ary schools to owners. 
He built a Chaplain in the 
Government House. He also 
instituted the annual Chris-
tian inter -denominational 
thanksgiving service in La-
gos which still runs till date. 

The Christians have nothing 
to fear with his decision to 
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pick Senator Kashim Shet-
tima as his running mate 
in the 25 February 2023 
election.

Tinubu’s achieve-
ments in Lagos 
overrated

This allegation has been de-
bunked by a 30-minute doc-
umentary on Tinubu’s era 
in Lagos between 1999 and 
2007. There is no denying 
the fact that he left Lagos 
better than he met it.

He cleared the mountains of 
refuse in the city and created 
thousands of jobs in doing 
so. He grew the state IGR 
from N600 million monthly 
to over N7billion when he 
handed over to his illustri-
ous successor, Raji Fashola. 
Today, the IGR, following the 
template he left behind has 
grown to between N45 bil-
lion and N51 billion monthly.

He introduced technology 
into the payroll system and 
weeded out ghost workers, 
the first in the history of 
public service in Nigeria.

He saved Victoria Island, 
then endangered by the At-
lantic Ocean surge and built 
a protective sea wall, also 
saving the Federal Govern-
ment billions wasted yearly 
in pouring sand into the sea.  
Out of the effort, has sprung 
up a new Atlantic City that 
offers the most expensive 
real estate in the world. The 
U.S. is building a $500mil-
lion consulate in the smart 
city, its largest consulate in 
the world.

Tinubu, through LAMATA, 
conceived seven rail net-
works for Lagos, to solve 
the transportation gridlock 
in the megalopolis. Two of 
the lines are being actual-
ised. The Fashola adminis-
tration began the Blue Line, 
while Sanwo-Olu started the 
Red Line. Both lines, with 
modern stations, are due for 
commissioning by 2023.

Tinubu also started the 
Lagos State Traffic Manage-
ment Authority, LASTMA to 
help ease traffic congestion. 
Thousands of otherwise 
unemployed youths were 
employed under the pro-
gramme.
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The same for the Lagos 
Waste Management Au-
thority(LAWMA), which he 
inherited, energised and 
overhauled. Thousands of 
jobs were created.

LAMATA, the Lagos Met-
ropolitan Area Transport 
Authority was created in 
2003, to transform the state 
transport sector by iden-
tifying possible transport 
infrastructure.

LAGBUS was established 
in 2004, the innovative 
Bus Rapid Transport lanes 
were also created. The BRT 
became operational under 
Fashola. 

As governor, he conceived 
the Lekki Free Trade Zone 
and Lekki Deep Sea Port, 
which have all become reali-
ties. The $15 billion Dangote 
Petrochemical Complex and 
other industries are located 
in the Free Trade Zone.
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Some of the lies are de-
bunked here:

Links with Boko Ha-
ram

Shettima became Governor 
in 2011, two years after Boko 
Haram war started. The Boko 
Haram had killed the man 
who originally won the ANPP 
governorship ticket.

Shettima won the nomination 
in a rescheduled primary. 

1

Senator Kashim Shettima

Since he was unveiled 
as the running mate of 

Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinu-
bu, Senator Kashim Shet-
tima has been in the eye 
of the storm, with political 
opponents and their agents 
spinning all kinds of narra-
tives about him, while he 
was in office as governor of 
Borno State between 2011 
and 2019.
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He faced a formidable chal-
lenge from the insurgents, 
with over 20 local govern-
ment areas occupied. As 
governor on the front-line, 
he kept urging Abuja to do 
more to deal with the rebels. 
Except for the mercenaries 
hired to battle the insur-
gents, not much was done 
until Buhari was voted into 
office in 2015.

Shettima, unimpressed by 
Abuja response, resorted to 
self-help by setting up the 
Civilian Joint Task Force( 
CJTF). The force, which was 
later copied by Yobe and 
Adamawa governments, 
supported the Nigerian 
security forces in the fight 
against Boko Haram in 
northeast Nigeria.

Wanted Boko 
Haram kingpin 
found in Borno 
Government lodge 
in Abuja

After the Christmas Day 
bombing at St. Theresa’s 
Catholic Church, Madalla, 
Niger State, police began a 
manhunt for a Boko Haram 

suspect Kabir Umar Sokoto.

He was arrested in Borno 
Government’s lodge in Abu-
ja on 14 January 2012, where 
he had sought accommoda-
tion for a night. 

A confidential security 
memo dated Thursday, June 
14, 2012 revealed his plan: it 
was to kidnap for ransom 
the three children of Shetti-
ma, who had been relocated 
from Maiduguri, Borno state, 
to Abuja for safety reasons 
and to attend school.
The plot failed as the ter-
rorist was arrested. He was 
re-arrested again after he 
escaped from the police. He 
was convicted in December 
2013 by the court.

Shettima dined with 
Boko Haram

A photograph in circulation 
by opponents showed then 
Governor Shettima, sitting 
on the bare floor to share 
food with some mullahs. 
Opponents said the people 
in the photo were Boko Ha-
ram members.
However, the photo was a 
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and Christianity.

As governor, he appoint-
ed the highest number of 
Christian aides in the North.

He rebuilt churches de-
stroyed by Boko Haram to 
the tune of almost N500m. 
He sponsored the highest 
number of Christian pilgrims 
to Jerusalem, among north-
ern governors.

He signed the affirmative 
action and educational em-
powerment programme for 
all citizens of  Borno State.

representation of something 
else.
According to an aide of the 
former governor, the image 
was shot when Shettima 
had a meeting with some 
nomadic (Mbororo) Fulani 
elders in Borno. The men 
were not Boko Haram.

Shettima is a mus-
lim fundamentalist

False. In his eight years as 
governor of Borno State, 
Shettima showed that he 
was governor of the adher-
ents of all faiths, both Islam 
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But they didn’t come cheap. 

Degrees from academic 
accomplishments in Richard 
Daley College and Chicago 
State University in Illinois, 
managerial expertise from 
working with global blue 
chip companies and deep 
native intelligence and 
talent in spotting opportu-
nities in problems combined 
to build a man who lives and 
has survived by creating 
value.

Born on 29 March 1952, 
Tinubu left for the United 
States in 1975 in pursuit of 
the Golden Fleece.

To survive in the United 
States, he worked as a cab 
driver in Washington DC 

before he eventually headed 
for Chicago where he also 
engaged in menial jobs like 
door guard, hotel steward 
and security man.

It became very clear to him, 
that, unlike Nigeria where 
he knew his way around the 
system, he could not survive 
for long on menial jobs. He 
had to pass through the for-
mal educational system.

Luckily for him, the gov-
ernment had put in place 
programs to encourage 
Black Americans, who were 
deemed unwilling to read, to 
improve themselves. 

One of such adult education 
schools was Richard J.Da-
ley College, Illinois. It was 

Tinubu
A Story of Grit, Determination And Talent 

Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu is an exemplar, icon of de-
mocracy, great defender of the masses, and consum-

mate businessman. The epithets celebrate the giant strides 
of the third civilian governor of Lagos State, in rescuing Af-
rica’s foremost city-state from imminent failure to eminent 
fortune.
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set up to prepare students 
for university education. A 
student could transfer credit 
from the community college 
to the state-owned universi-
ty. Tinubu enrolled there and 
used his earnings to support 
himself.

Though he combined the me-
nial jobs with his education 
at Richard Daley College, this 
did not affect his academic 
performance as he graduated 
in flying colours, scoring As in 
his courses.

He thus gained admission 
into Chicago State University. 
He was particularly good in 
Mathematics and Accounting.  
His academic prowess also 
quickly became apparent 
at the University as he was 
one of the candidates on the 
Dean’s list in his first term at 
the institution. Indeed, one of 
his favourite lecturers at the 
institution, Joe Jesse, com-
mended his hard work, class 
participation and brilliance 
while urging him to keep up 
the excellent track record.

He took the advice to heart 
and at the end of his first 
year, his brilliance earned him 

Though he com-

bined the menial 

jobs with his 

education at 

Richard Daley Col-

lege, this did not 

affect his academic 

performance as he 

graduated in 

flying colours, scor-

ing As in his courses.
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the position of a tutor in 
the institution. That meant, 
his course mates who had 
difficulty mastering their 
courses could approach him 
to teach them.

Thus, the University was 
paying his tuition as he 
helped in teaching some 
of his mates. He eventu-
ally graduated on top of 
his class as an Accounting 
major.  It was not a surprise 
that five out of the eight big 
accounting firms in the Unit-
ed States, including Arthur 
Andersen,  Deloitte and Tou-
che, etc., offered to employ 
him right on the campus. 

Based on the advice of his 
tutor, Tinubu settled for De-
loitte and Touche where he 
resumed work in June 1979. 
As a staff of  Deloitte and 
Touche, Tinubu was involved 
in setting up the account-
ing and auditing system of  
National Oil which became 
the Joint Venture Partner of 
Aramco Oil in Saudi Arabia 
among other giant corpora-
tions in and outside of the 
United States.

His homecoming began 

Tinubu was involved 

in setting up the ac-

counting and auditing 

system of  National 

Oil which became the 

Joint Venture Partner 

of Aramco Oil in Saudi 

Arabia among other gi-

ant corporations in and 

outside of the United 

States.
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when he joined Mobil Nige-
ria where he rose to become 
the general auditor within 
two years as a result of his 
sterling performance on 
the job. A 28-page report 
he authored on the finan-
cial situation earned him a 
promotion to the post of 
treasurer. Among others, 
Tinubu was credited with 
managing the finances of 
the corporation to ensure 
the successful completion of 
the present Mobil House in 
the Lekki area of Lagos.  
It was Bola Tinubu’s gen-
erosity while at Mobil that 
lured him into politics. His 
reputation as a humanist 
soon got to the contractors. 
One of them, Dapo Sarumi 
encouraged him to support 
his political group.

Sarumi’s political group, 
PRIMROSE had broken away 
from ASE, the mainstream 
tendency and was mobilising 
to take over dominance of 
Lagos politics.

The opportunity to achieve 
this was provided by the 
transition programme of the 
military government of Gen-

eral Ibrahim Babangida to 
return Nigeria to democratic 
rule in the early 90s.
Tinubu started by raising 
funds for Sarumi who in-
dicated an interest in the 
Lagos governorship seat. 
When Sarumi was banned, 
Tinubu threw his weight 
behind Yomi Edu who lost 
the governorship election.  
However, Tinubu’s deep 
foray into politics began 
when members of his politi-
cal association, the Primrose 
Group persuaded him to 
run for the Senate where 
he will be able to put his 
intelligence, brilliance and 
dynamism at the service of 
Nigeria. 

The management of Mobil 
was shocked when he told 
them he wanted to quit his 
great career in the Corpo-
ration for politics and tried 
to dissuade him. He insisted 
and was granted a four-year 
leave of absence to fulfil his 
ambition.  He left, contested 
for the Lagos West Senato-
rial district under the Social 
Democratic Party, SDP and 
won.  He polled the highest 
votes among senatorial can-
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didates in the country.

In the Senate, he was the 
chairman of the Appro-
priation, Finance, Banking 
committee. He also chaired 
two other committees. He 
had the support of some of 
his colleagues to become 
the senate President.  But 
he dropped the ambition to 
support late MKO Abiola, 
who was running for the 
presidency.

Tinubu deployed his experi-
ence in corporate and stra-
tegic planning to ensure the 
emergence of MKO Abiola 
as the presidential candi-
date of SDP and winner 
of the June 12 presidential 
election.

The then military President 
Ibrahim Babangida later 
annulled the election and 
this opened a new phase in 
the political life of Tinubu as 
he joined multi-dimensional 
efforts to reclaim Abiola’s 
mandate. 

Eventually, Babangida was 
forced to vacate office as 
a result of pressure from 
Nigerians. The military pres-

ident however put in place 
a contraption called Interim 
National Government, ING, 
headed by late Chief Ernest 
Shonekan. 

Tinubu and 29 of his col-
leagues in the Senate pop-
ularly known as the G-30 
continued their agitations for 
reversal of annulment of the 
June presidential election 
and full democracy in the 
country. The group contin-
ued to hold meetings until 
the overthrow of the ING by 
General Sani Abacha. The 
G-30 members that Tinubu 
put together met at the Tafa-
wa Balewa Square in Lagos 
and declared the Abacha 
government illegal before lo-
cal and international media. 

This led to the arrest of 
some Senators such as Abu 
Ibrahim, the late Polycarp 
Nwite, Ameh Ebute and 
others. Tinubu went under-
ground but was declared 
wanted by the police. He 
was eventually arrested and 
detained with others. When 
he was released, Tinubu 
took part in the formation 
of NADECO alongside other 
pro-democracy activists.
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The new political platform 
was used to continue the 
fight for the restoration 
of the mandate of June 12 
presidential election and Ni-
geria’s return to democracy. 

However, with constant 
harassment, arrest and de-
tention by operatives of the 
Abacha government, Tinu-
bu, like other pro-democra-
cy activists, was forced into 
exile where he continued 
the fight for the actualisa-
tion of June 12 and resto-
ration of full democracy to 
the country. 

While in exile, he continued 
to provide the resources to 
keep the agitations going 
at home and abroad. How-
ever, following the death of 
General Abacha and MKO 
Abiola, Tinubu, returned to 
Nigeria in 1998 to join in the 
transition programme of 
General Abdusalami Abu-
bakar. 

He was elected as the 
governor of Lagos State 
in 1999 on the platform of 
the defunct Alliance for 
Democracy (AD). It was 
a testimony to his astute-

ness as a politician that he 
survived President Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s engineered Tsu-
nami that swept other AD 
governors in the Southwest 
out of office in 2003. 

He won re-election and 
completed his two terms 
of four years that ended in 
2007. In his eight years in 
office, Tinubu was credited 
with laying the foundation 
for the ongoing transfor-
mation in infrastructural 
development in Lagos. He 
also deployed his financial 
knowledge to boost the 
state’s internally generated 

Tinubu deployed his 

experience in corporate 

and strategic planning 

to ensure the emer-

gence of MKO Abiola as 

the presidential candi-

date of SDP and winner 

of the June 12 presiden-

tial election.
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System and LAGBUS trans-
port service. In addition, 
Tinubu established the 
Lagos State Traffic Manage-
ment Authority (LASTMA). 

He was involved in the fight 
for true fiscal federalism 
with more than 10 cases 
instituted at the Supreme 
Court on the determination 
of the statutory responsibili-
ties of the states and federal 
government. 

He has remained relevant 
politically since he left the 
office of Lagos State Gover-
nor in 2007. For one, he has 
taken a keen interest in his 
successors to ensure that 
Lagos continues to grow 
and remain a shining light to 
other states and the epicen-
tre of commercial activities 
in the country.

He has also played active 
roles in politics and all elec-
tions held in the country. In 
2007, his Action Congress 
fielded former Vice Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar as its 
candidate in the presidential 
election.
AC candidates also contest-
ed elections in Edo, Osun, 

revenue so much that Lagos 
was able to survive the 
seizure of its allocation from 
the Federal Government af-
ter the creation of additional 
37 Local Council Develop-
ment Areas for Lagos. 

The Obasanjo government 
had held on to the funds 
despite a Supreme Court 
judgment that ruled the 
action illegal.  

He also revamped the 
state’s judicial system with 
improvement in the welfare 
of judicial officers, reforms 
of the civil and criminal pro-
cedure rule and innovations 
such as the creation of the 
Citizens Mediation Centre 
and Office of the Public 
Defender.

In the health sector, Tinubu 
was credited with the estab-
lishment of five new general 
hospitals in Lagos, upgrade 
of facilities at the Lagos 
State Teaching Hospital and 
introduction of free ante-na-
tal care for women, free eye 
treatments and free glasses, 
popularly called ‘JIGI BOLA’.
He also laid the foundation 
for the Bus Rapid Transit 
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Congress, the first success-
ful political merger in the 
country. He contributed to 
the success of the party at 
the 2015 polls and the elec-
tion of President Muham-
madu Buhari. The party thus 
ended the 16 year domi-
nance of Nigeria’s politics 
by the PDP. 

APC repeated the same feat 
in 2019.

Now, Tinubu has offered 
himself for the presidency.

Some say it is payback time.

Ekiti. Though the candidates 
were initially rigged out in 
the elections, Tinubu spon-
sored multifaceted legal 
battles to reclaim the states, 
involving innovative forensic 
analysis of the ballots cast. 

Also, in 2011, the AC which 
transformed into Action 
Congress of Nigeria fielded 
former anti-corruption czar, 
Malam Nuhu Ribadu as its 
presidential candidate, while 
also winning elections at the 
state level as well as nation-
al and state legislative seats. 
Ahead of the 2015 election, 
Tinubu was at the vanguard 
of the merger which gave 
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He began his education at 
the Lamisula Primary School 
Maiduguri between 1972 and 
1978. He then went to the 
Government Community 
Secondary School, Biu in 
1978.

At GCSS, he passed the 
West African School Certifi-
cate Examinations (WASCE) 
in 1980. He was admitted 
into the University of Maidu-
guri for his first degree 
programme in 1983 and 
by 1989, he obtained the 
Bachelor of Science (Hon-
ours) degree in Agricultural 
Economics, with a Second 
Class Upper Division. For 
his National Youth Service, 
he worked with the Nigeri-
an Agricultural Cooperative 
Bank in Calabar from 1989 
to 1990. He then attended 
the University of Ibadan 

from 1990 to 1991, gaining 
a Master’s Degree in Agri-
cultural Economics. Having 
a master’s degree earned 
him elevation to a higher 
grade of lecturer II in the 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics, University of 
Maiduguri in 1993, although 
he started lecturing by 1991.

Shettima worked with the 
Commercial Bank of Africa 
as an Agricultural Econ-
omist at its Ikeja Office, 
Lagos State (1993-1997). He 
switched to become a dep-
uty manager, later manager, 
at the African Internation-
al Bank Limited, Kaduna 
Branch (1997–2001). He was 
appointed Deputy Manager/
Branch Head of the Zenith 
Bank’s Maiduguri Office in 
2001. He became the Gener-
al Manager five years later. 

Sen. Kashim 
Shettima

Senator Kashim Shettima, the vice presidential candidate 
of the APC  was born 2 September 1966 in Shettimari, 

Borno state, to the family of Shettima Mustafa Kuttayibe. 
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In mid-2007, he was ap-
pointed Commissioner of 
the Borno State Ministry 
of Finance and Econom-
ic Development. Later, he 
became Commissioner in 
the Ministries of Local Gov-
ernments and Chieftaincy 
Affairs, Education, Agricul-
ture and later Health under 
his predecessor Governor 
Ali Modu Sheriff.

In the January 2011 ANPP 
primaries, Engineer Modu 
Fannami Gubio was elected 
as candidate for the gov-
ernorship. However, Gubio 
was later shot dead by gun-
men.  Shettima was elected 
in a second primary in Feb-
ruary 2011, later winning the 
general elections on April 
26, 2011. 

After his first term as Borno 
State governor, he went on 
a re-election bid and got 
elected for a second term 
in April 2015. He was also 
elected as the Chairman of 
the Northern Governor’s 
Forum.

As Governor, he provid-

ed uncommon leadership 
during the height of the 
Boko Haram insurgency and 
led the humanitarian re-
sponse in Borno State.  

In recognition of his lead-
ership credentials, Kashim 
Shettima was awarded the 
2014 Governor of the Year 
by Leadership Newspapers, 
Governor of the year in 2015 
by the leadership of the Ni-
gerian Union of Journalists, 
NewsWatch, Times Newspa-
pers and Vanguard Newspa-
pers.

Kashim Shettima is a top 
level table tennis player. An 
avid reader and a delightful 
speaker, Mr. Shettima speaks 
fluent Kanuri, Hausa and En-
glish. He is married to Hajia 
Nana Shettima and together 
they have 2 daughters and 
a son.  

He is at present the Senator 
Representing Borno Cen-
tral under the banner of the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC). He is also the Chair-
man, Senate Committee on 
Interior.




